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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


New  BID  Off  j.cers  Elected 

The  National  Association  of  Radio  Farm  Directors,  at  its.  annual  meeting 
in  Chicago  this  week,  elected  as  officers  for  '48: 

President  --  Charles  (Chuck)  Worcester,  now  RFD  at  WMT,  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa. . .formerly  agricultural  director  for  CBS. . .RFD  at  WEAF  in  New  York. . . 
editor  of  HP's  "On  the  Farm  Front"  from  Washington. .  .and  with  WNAX,  Yankton, 
South  Dakota. 

Vice  President       Wallace  Kadderly,  now  RFD  at  KGW,  Portland,  Oregon,. . 
formerly  Chief  of  Radio  Service  of  USDA. . .USDA's  West  Coast  representative... 
and  with  Oregon  college  radio  station  and  Extension  Service. 

Secretary-Treasurer  Hal  Totten,  now  RFD  with  WGN,  Chicago .. .and  with 
long  history  in  radio. . .which  goes  "back  to  the  early  days  of  NBC  when  he  was 
with  WMAQ  in  Chicago. 

Our  congratulations  to  the  new  officers.     (See  page  k) 


Grain  Saving  to  "be  Accelerated 

Plans  are  taking  shape  for  even  more  steam  "behind  voluntary  food  saving, 
following  the  President's  directions  to  the  Cabinet  Food  Committee  which  met 
yesterday  at  the  White.  House.     The,  push  will  continue  until  at  least  next 

harvest-.  .7-  •  ■•;       •  .  •  ; .  'k&jjjBjfy 

Back  of  this  intensified  effort,  of  course,  are: 

--Urgent  need  for  grain  overseas  to  meet  the  crisis  headlined  in  each 
day's  news  dispatches . 

--Home  grain  supplies  too  small  to  meet  all  demands,  with  prospects  of  10 
pounds  less  meat  a  person  in  T^8  than  ,krJ. 

--Desire  to  check  inflationary  prices. 

Along  with  plans  for  grain  savings  "by  the  distilling,  baking,  and  other 
industries ...  and  by  consumers farmers  are  being  asked  to  intensify  their 
efforts  to  save  grain.    This  means  more  use  of  forage,  feeding  to  lighter 
weights,  culling  laying  flocks  and  curtailing  production  of  broilers  and 
frying  chickens,  and  other  steps  previously  recommended. 
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National  Eat  Control  Takes  Shape 

Eat  control  (which  already  is  going  strong  in  many  States)  jelled  into  a 
nation-wide .  quick-action  campaign  at  a  meeting  here  yesterday  of  represen- 
tatives of  the  industry  groups  cooperating  with  USDA  in  the  grain-saving 
program,  and  of  concerns  handling  rat-control  materials. 

Experts  of  Interior's  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  pointed  out  that  the 
next  60-day  period  is  the  "best  time  to  strike  rats.    The  rats  have  moved 
in  from  the  fields  for  the  winter.    What's  more,  the  sooner  the  rats  are 
killed,  the  more  grain  that  will  "be  saved, . .and  right  now  is  the  critical 
time  for  grain-saving.    But  everyone  at  yesterday's  session  agreed  on  the 
need  for  a  continuing  year-round  program,  as  against  a  one-time  shot. 

State  Extension  Directors  and  County  Agents  will  coordinate  the  control 
program. 

The  group  here  yesterday  put  finishing  touches  on  a  plan  of  action  which 
probably  will  "be  in  the  hands  of  Extension  next  week.     It  recommends,  among 
other  things,  local  committees  to  include  all  parties  concerned:    farm  people 
various  organizations,  dealers  in  rat  control  materials,  radio  men,  etc, 

Eepresentatives  of  manufacturers  of  rat  control  materials  emphasized  here 
yesterday. . .with  everybody  in  hearty  agreement ...  that  putting  out  bait  is 
not  enough.    Eat-proof ing,  cleaning  up  garbage,  etc.,  also  needed. 

One  tip:    Extension  should  be  notified  of  any  control  programs,  and  it 
in  turn  will  contact  industry  to  see  that  local  dealers  are  stocked  with 
control  materials . 

See  the  rat -control  fact  sheet  we  sent  you  with  our  Nov.  21  Letter. 

World  Food  Situation  Critical 

FAO  reported  yesterday  that  the  world  is  as  hard  up  for  food  now  as 
at  any  time  since  the  close  of  the  war.    Grains  and  fats  are  the  critical 
food  items.    For  the  '47-48  season,  the  world  produced  13  percent  less 
breadgrains  and  rice  per  person  than  the  average  for  l^k-k-Q.    If  weather 
conditions  improve,  the  situation  may  improve  in  the  1948-49  production 
year. 

Livestock  and  Meat  Outlook 

In  its  Monthly  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation  Eeport  (Eeleased  Dec.  6), 
BAE  says  meat  production  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  '47  was  consid- 
erably greater  than  in  the  same  period  of  '46.    And  meat  output  in  the 
fourth  quarter  of  '47  will  run  about  as  big  as  a  year  earlier.    But,  in 
'48,  meat  production  in  each  quarter  is  expected  to  run  below  the  cor- 
responding quarters  of  '47.    For  the  first  9  months,  most  of  the  reduc- 
tion will  be  in  beef,  with  both  beef  and  pork  down  in  the  last  quarter. 
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Testimony  on  Freight  Rate  Increase 

On  Monday  (Dec.  8)  the  final  clean-up  hearing  opens  here  on  the  railroads 
request  for  additional  freight  rate  increases  of  18  to;28  percent... on  top 
of  the  10  percent  interim  increase  granted  October  7« 

Louis  Bean  of  USDA's  Office  of  the  Secretary,  in  testimony  filed  with 
ICC,  says  such  an  increase  would  "boost  freight  rates  12  percent  above  the 
present  abnormally  high  level  of  commodity  prices... and  would  give  further 
fillip  to  inflation.     If  further  inflation  can  be  prevented  and  industrial 
activity  allowed  to  advance  to  a  level  in  keeping  with  full  employment, 
\  the  railroads  could  get  considerably  more  traffic  than  they  have  been  count- 

}  ing  on..    And  if  the  roads  got  this  boost  in  traffic  without  the  full  rate  . 

increase,  the  shift  from  railroads  to  trucks  and  other  transportation  would 
be  kept  at  a  minimum. 

Bean  added  that  agricultural  production  as  a  whole  (barring  general 
crop  failures),  may  come  within  a  few  percent  of  19^7,  and  so  provide  ample 
freight  to  sustain  railroad  revenue  for  19^8 . 

On  the  argument  that. high  farm  prices 'war rant  freight  increases,  Bean 
said  that  farm  prices  in  October  averaged  121  percent  of  parity,  but  there 
are  great  extremes,  with  livestock  50  percent  or  more  above  parity. . .and 
citrus  fruits  50  percent  or  more  below.  VHiat  is  needed  is-  not  a  further 
advance  in  prices  and  costs,  but  an  orderly  readjustment  of  prices  in  gen- 
eral, and  a  better  balance  between  various  farm  products,  and  between  farm 
and  industrial  commodity  prices . 

Bean  concluded  that  the  increases  asked  for  appear  excessive. 

Bean  gives  an  excellent  analysis',  with  charts  and  tables.    We'll  be 
glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  his  testimony. 

The  hearing  here  may  run  for  a  week  or  so,  with  decision  by  ICC  prob- 
ably not  before  January  or  February. 


USDA  Official  Travel 

Amherst,  Mass.  --  Dr.  Hazel  Stiebeling,  Chief,  Bur.  Home  Economics  and  Human 
Nutrition,  at  Mass.  State  College.  Dec.  12,  19^7 

Buffalo        Dec.  12  --  E.  A.  Meyer,  Administrator,  Research  and  Marketing 
Administration,  at  meeting  of  New  York  State  Canners . 

Chicago  --  Dec.  15-18  --  Annual  meeting  of  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation, 
with  several  top  USDA  officials  on  hand. 

Chicago  —  Dec.  27-31  --  Dr.  R.  M.  Salter,  Chief  (and  other  officials)  of 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Soils,  &  Agrl.  Ing.  --  and  H.  H.  Bennett ,  Chief 
of  SCS  --  at  meeting  of  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science. 

Columbia,  S.  C--  Dec.  8-9  --  Dr.  P.  N ,  Annand,  Chief,  Bur.  Entor?iDJogy  and 
Plant  Quarantine,  at  Southeastern  Cotton  Insect  Con'crol  Assoc.  meeting. 

New  York       Dec.  16  --  Dr.  Hazel  Stiebeling,  Chief,  Bur.  Home  Economics  & 
Human  Nutrition,  at  Columbia  Teachers  College. 
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REPORTS  FROM  CEICAGO 

Gapen  Talks  With  RFD's  ; 

From  Chicago,  our  Radio  Chief  Ken  Gapen  offers  a  few  words  about  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  National  Association  of  Radio  Farm  Directors,  with 
86-plus  of  the  Association's  123  members  (pre -Chicago  tally)  present. 

in  his  talk  with  the  group ,  Ken  discussed  tentative  ideas  for  the 
agricultural  sessions  at  the  Institute  for  Education  by  Radio  in  Columbus, 
April  30 -May  3-    He  found  interest  in  the  proposed  symposium  on  listener 
surveys... a  round-up  on  sponsorship  status,  attitudes,  and  problems ... new 
ideas  on  k—M  broadcasting  as  suggested  for  Columbus.    He  also  discussed  the 
survey  Federal  Extension  and  our  office  is  making  of  State  services  to  RFD's 
to  provide  ideas  for  improving  such  services..  He  discussed  USDA  television 
plans,  including  a  proposed  TV  research  project.    And  also,  trends  in  RFD 
programs,  as  reflected  in  returns  so  far  from  our  annual  questionnaire  to 
RFD's.    And  he  reports  persisting  sentiment  for  a  3-cLay  session  at  USDA  in 
Washington,  probably  in  late  April.    Ken  comments  on  a  very  strong  overtone 
of  "service  to  listeners"  in  RFD  discussions  at.  Chicago . 

President  H.  M.  Nichols  of  the  National  Association  of  County  Agricul- 
tural Agents  told  the  RFD's  that  county  agents . are  us ing  radio,  believe  in 
it.  and  appreciate  helps  from  RFD' s . 

We'll  give  you  more  program  highlights  as  we  get  them. 


International  Cooperation 

In  keeping  with  the  rapidly  increasing  international  character  of  the 
"International"  at  Chicago,  the  RFD's  extended  honorary  membership  to  John 
Douglass,  Director  of  Agriculture  for  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Company, 
and  Fergus  Mutrie,  Director  of  Agriculture  for  the  Canadian  Broadcasting 
Company.     Both  were  on  the  RFD  program  at  Chicago. 


Club  Congress  Vital  Statistics 

Ralph  Fulghum,  assistant  to  Information  Chief  Les  Schlup  in  Federal 
Extension,  provides  these  "vital  statistics"  and  tidbits  on  the  Club  Con- 
gress:   1,259  k-B.  delegates .. .about  300.  registered  press,  radio,  and  maga- 
zine representatives    and  visitors  from  \%  foreign  countries,    At  least  8 
radio  stations  and  1  network  have  direct  lines  to  the  Stevens  Hotel  and 
Union  Stock  Yards.    About  20  RFD's  brought  wire  and  tape  recorders.  About 
60  transcriptions  scheduled  for  RFD's  and  Extension  editors ... (as  of 
Dec.  1).    Friday,  did  special  broadcast  for  British  Broadcasting  Corp., 
between  young  English  farmer  and  Pennsylvania  boy,  with  Julian  Bentley, ^ 
CBS  news  commentator;  program  to  be  broadcast,  over  every  radio  station  in 
f  England .  .  . " 


Market  News  By  Facsimile 


New  York  and  Philadelphia  fruit  and  vegetable  and  dairy  and  poultry  markel 
reports  are  "being  transmitted  "by  facsimile  at  12:15  each  noon  through  the 
facilities  of  WPEN-FM,  Philadelphia  .    So  far  as  we  know  this  is  the  only 
Department  information  "broadcast  regularly  "by  this  means.'  The  two  USDA  mar- 
ket news  men  at  Philadelphia  are  responsible  for  the  preparation  of  the  copy. 
They  are  John  Capus,  who  reports  the  wholesale  fruit  and  vegetable  market , 
and  W»B,S.  Woodward,  who  covers  dairy  and  poultry  products. 

The  radio  station  has  placed  a  number  of  receivers  at  points  convenient 
for  farmers  and  members  of  the  trade.    They  and  the  market  news  men  report 
considerable  interest  in  this  method  of  disseminating  market  news.  The 
Alden  system  is  used  and  the  recorder  (receiver)  uses  paper  four  inches  wide 
and  reproduces  the  market  reports  at  the  rate  of  250  to  300  words  per  minute. 

This  is.  the  first  day-by-day  transmission  of  market  reports  by  facsimile* 
But  the  first  facsimile  transmission  of  market  news  was  over  WLW's  facsimile 
transmitter  on  August  17,  1939  with  the  Cincinnati  livestock  market  report 
of  that  day. 

Present  indications  are  that  12  or  15  facsimile  transmitters  will  be 
in  operation  shortly  after  the  first  of  the  new  year. 


Dairy  Feeding  Research  Findings 

Here's  the  last  installment  of  dairy  research  developments  reported 
by  our  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry ,  as  tips  on  local  follow-ups: 

Corn  Silage  Adequate?  --  Experiments  with  8  cows  raised  from  birth 
■through  first  lactation  on'  corn  silage  as  sole  roughage  indicate  that  corn 
silage  has  no  notable  deficiency  either  for  growth/  reproduction,  or  milk 
production.   

*  Winter  Supplement  of  Vitamin  A  --  Calves  running  spring  pasture  with 
dams  stored  up  considerably  more  Vitamin  A  in  bodies  during  first  90  days 
than  those  reared  by  usual  practices ,     Calves  reared  on  winter  rations  may 
have  very  low  Vitamin  A  reserve  on  which  to  draw  during  first  90  days,  even 
though  they  receive  excellent  quality  of  hay  during  that  time.    To  insure 
some  extra 'stores  of  Vitamin  A,  some  additional  Vitamin  A  should  be  fed. 

Colostrum  for  Older  Calves  —  Appears  that  feeding  colostrum  to  older 
calves  increases  calves '  Vitamin  A  storage  during  the  first  few  months  of 
life... and  saves  whole  milk  for  marketing.    Dilute  colostrum  milk  one-half 
to  one -third  with  warm  water  and  feed  in  place  of  equal  amount  of  whole 
milk. 

Reports  on  Chinese  and  Philippine  Farming 

Philippine  and  Chinese  agriculture  can  be  developed  to:  (a)  Complement 
rather  than  compete  with  U.  S.  farming,  and  (b)  improve  the  lot  of  those 
peoples,  and  in  so  doing,  increase  markets  for  U.  S.  products.     So  say  the 
State -Department -USDA  missions  invited  by  the  Philippine  and  Chinese  govern- 
ments to  study  their  agriculture.    We'll  send  you  their  reports  if  you  like. 
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AMONG  OUESELVES 


Mutual-  .Makes  Farm  Show  Dehut 

Mutual  went  on  the  air  last  night  (Thursday)  with  a  weekly  network  farm 
show.  "R.  F.  D.  America",  9:30-10:00  EST, .  „  offered  to  the  full  Mutual  Net- 
work of  405  Stations.     It's  a  "quiz -down"  .tailored  after  "Quiz  Kids",  with 
Joe  Kelly  as  M.  C.    Mutual  says  this  is  an  entertainment  show  with  some  seri- 
ous implications.    The  show  will  feature  f aimers  from  different  States  each 
week.    Last  night's  show  included  a  1 -minute  recorded  salute  from  Secretary 
Anderson.. 

Advising  on  farmers  to  use  on  the  program  is  Rural  Radio  Research  Found- 
ation of  Washington,  D.  C,  which  was  set  up  "by  Foundation  for  American  Agri- 
culture, staffed  "by  agricultural  information  directors  and  editors  of  leading 
national  farm  organizations  and  agricultural  magazines. 

The  show  is  scheduled  to  go  under  Ford  Dealer  sponsorship,  January  8. 


Television  Round -Up 

FCC  tells  us  that,  as  of  December  1,  5k  cities  in  29  States  are  involved 
in  current  TV  "broadcast  authorizations  and  applications.    This  includes 
6  stations  licensed,  65  with  construction  permits  (of  which  11)  are  on  the 
air,  and  h'j,  applications  pending.    Frank  Mullen,  of  NBC,  has  indicated  pros- 
pects of  TV  connections  as  far  west  as  Chicago  "by  the  end  of  '48,  and  to 
Hollywood  "by  the  end  of  the  following  year. 

Meanwhile,  Bill  Bergoffen  of  Forest  Service  is  working  on  the  second 
of  USDA's  network  TV  shows  for  NBC's  hook-up  in  the  Northeast  (Washington, 
Baltimore^  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Schenectady).''  It's  to  "be  "Christ- 

mas Pre -View" ;  featuring  Christmas  trees.  Time:  8:45-9:15  p.m.  EST,  Wednes- 
day, December  17 . 

With  TV  emerging  rapidly,  USDA  is  trying  (as  reported  "by  Ken  Gapen  on 
page  5)  to  line  up  a  project  to  do  research  on  TV  programming.    And  we  plan 
to  query  stations  which  are  doing  farm  and  home  TV,  and  summarize  their 
experiences  in  the  RFD  Letter.    We'll  trust  the  viewpoints  won't  all  "be 
like  one  included  in  a  report  of  a  Preliminary  Television  Listener  (?) 
Survey  we  got  this  week  from  Boh  Childs  at  WRGB,  Schenectady.    One  man  said 
he  has  seen  cows  milked  for  50  years.    Wants  entertainment  --  not  farm  stuff 
--on  TV.  ....... 

Cordially, 

■  /  '  -y' 

Tana  D.  Reynolds 
Information  Specialist 

Enclosures : 

Fact  Sheet  Conserving  Grain  Supplies  "by  Serving  Poultry 
Fact  Sheet  Culling  Poultry  to  Conserve  Grain 
Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 
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From  the:  "  '^"^ 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


On .the  Grain-Saving  Front 


RADIO  SERVICE 


December  12,  19^7 


Plans  for  an  intensified  campaign  against  rats  (as  reported  in' last 
week's  letter)  should  be  filtering  down  through  the  State's  and  counties. 
County  agricultural  agents  are  your  local  contact.  . 

Meanwhile,  plans  are  taking  shape  for  a  campaign  (somewhat  less  inten- 
sive than  the  one  on  rats)  against  insects  that  destroy  grain  and  other 
products*     The  5"man  subcommittee  of  the  industry  group  cooperating  on  the 
grain-saving  campaign  will  meet  shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year'  to  map 
action. 

And  the  American  Association  of  Economic  Entomologists  are  meeting 
at  the  Congress  Hotel  in  Chicago,  Dec.  27... with  the  theme  of  their  meeting, 
"Food  conservation  through  insect  control".  You  might  check  with  the  State 
Extension  entomologists  when  they  get  back  from  Chicago. 

From  the  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Animal  Production  held  in  Chicago 
at  the  time  of  the  International,  we  hear  that  there  were  a  good  many  re- 
ports, on. ..and  considerable  talk  about .. .research  of  the  last  two  or  three 
years  on  "feed  stretchers such  as  distillers'  solubles,  and  fish  by-products 
You  might  get  features  along  this  line  from  the  Experiment  Station,  Exten- 
sion and  College  livestock  men. 


"Freedom  Gardens" 

From  the  regional  gradening  conferences  held  so  far  (New  Orleans,  Atlanta, 
and  Portland,  Oregon. ) ,  it  looks  as  if  there  will  be  a  strong  push  again 

this  year  to  meet  the  garden  goal  20  million  "Freedom  Gardens".  The 

main  arguments  will  be  raising  food  to  help  save  food  for  Europe,  and. to 
counteract  inflation. 

Three  more  conferences  are  tentatively  scheduled  shortly  after  the 
first  of  the  year  two  in  the  Mid-West,  and  one  in  the  Northeast. 


Correction  on  Xmas  TV"  Show 


USDA's  second  Television  network  show  .   .   .  over  NBC's  Northeastern  hook- 
up .   .  .  will  go  on  9:00  to  9:30  EST,  Wednesday  night,  December  17.  The 
show.   "Preview  for  Christmas";  features  Christmas  trees. 
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Notes  on  Foot -and -Mouth  Campaign 

As  reported  in  USDA  press  release  for  Dec.  9,  U.  S,  and  Mexican  officials 
conferred  here  this  week  on  the  foot-and-mouth  disease  control  work  in  Mex- 
ico. 

ij 

They  talked  a"bout  ways  to  strengthen  the  quarantine  lines  on  the  north-  • 
em  and  southern  "borders  of  the  infected  area. ..  including  the  practicality ,  , 
and  possible  location,  of  wire  fences. 

Meanwhile:,  most  of  the  550  American  and  about  3 00  Mexican  technical 
men  have  been  shifted  to  the  zones  along  the  quarantine  lines .    They  will 
continue  slaughtering  operations  on  outbreaks  that  may  occur  in  strips 
anywhere  from  10  to  120  miles  and  (depending  on  natural  barriers)  inside 
the  quarantine  lines... to  keep  buffer  areas  free  of  the  disease.  And, 
following  slaughter  of  infected  and  suspected  animals  found  in  the  buffer 
areas,  they  will  vac inate  animals  to  help  check  possible  further  outbreaks. 
In  addition  to  this  slaughter  work,  the  technical  men  will  work  with  the 
5,000  Mexican  troops  assigned  to  patrol  the  quarantine  lines  to  advise  on. 
and  actually  handle,  some  phases  of  the  quarantine  work.     The  presence  of 
the  technical  men  is  expected  to  greatly  increase  the  effectiveness  of  the 
troop  patrol,  and  greatly  strengthen  the  quarantine  barriers. 

And,  up  on  the  U.  S.  border,  the  U.  S.  has  about  300  men  assigned  to 
foot-and-mouth  patrol,  plus  the  help  of  Customs  and  Entomology  inspectors. 
They  have  effectively  arrested  illegal  movement,  and  movement  of  strays, 
across  the  border.    With  authority  for  patrols  to  kill  stray  cattle,  some 
private  cattle  owners  in  Mexico  have  put  up  fence.    And  there  is  some  fenc- 
ing put  up  in  tick  control  operations.    Meanwhile,  legislation  is  pending 
in  Congress  to  extend  the  fencing  along    the  U.  S, -Mexican  border. 


USDA  Official  Travel 

Boston  --  Dec.  16  Asst.  Secretary  Brannan  Round- table  at  Harvard  on 
long-range  agricultural  policy. 


USDA  Annual  Reports  Available 

Annual  reports  of  various  USDA  agencies  are  now  coming  off  the  press. 
Reports  available  so  far  from  following  bureaus:    Animal  Industry,  Dairy 
Industry,  Entomology,  Home  Economics  and  Human  Nutrition.    Also,  Office 
of  Experiment  Stations,  with  report  on  State  stations.     These  reports  sum- 
marize research  and  other  developments  in  the  respective  fields.    We  can 
send  you  single  copies  for  your  own  use,  if  you  write  us. 


Dairy  Situation 

In  "The  Dairy  Situation"  for  December  15  release,  BAE  says  dairymen  got 
moderately  lower  prices  in  November  than  a  year  earlier.    But,  seasonal 
drops  from  now  until  May  and  June   '48  are  expected  to  be  less  than  in  '4b- 
47,  and  farmers'  prices  are  likely  to  average  moderately  higher. 
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Poultrymen  Aim  at  Grain  Saving 

Poultry  industry  leaders  are  watching  closely  the  progress  of  the  in- 
dustry's part  in  the  Nation-wide  drive  to  conserve  grain.     Industry's  aim  is 
to  save  at  least  56  million  bushels  of  grain  in  the  mext  few  months ,  mainly  by 
cutting  laying  flocks  to  about  ^4-00, 000 .000  laying  hens  "by  the  first  of  the 
year.    This  goal  calls  for  sharply  increased  culling  since  industry  commit- 
ments were  announced  early  in  November,  "but  realization  of  the  goal  will 
mean  the  saving  of  at  least  30  million  bushels  of  grain. 

Hatcherymen.  broiler  producers,  and  duck  producers  are  helping  save  the 
balance  of  the  industry's  commitment  of  56  million  bushels  of  grain  through 
reduced  hatchery  output,  and  the  placement  of  smaller  numbers  of  broiler 
chicks  and  ducklings  on  feed.     Turkey  growers  also  are  expected  to  cut  back 
their  production  for  l$kQ. 


New  Cotton  Insect  Offensive 

Close  to  500  cotton  insect  control  men  got  together  at  Columbia,  South 
Carolina,  this  week  to  map  an  intensified  campaign  against  cotton  insects  , 

Among  the  newer  insecticides  discussed  rather  widely  were  benzene 
hexachloride .  .  .  chlordane ., .  .chlorinated  camphene  .  .  .and  DDT  in  combination 
with  other  materials.    These  materials  have  both  pros  and  cons.. 

You  might  check  with  county  agents  and  State  Extension  services  for 
details  of  the  intensified  campaign. 

Recent  Publications 

Some  recent  USDA  publications  include:     "Potato  Storage",,  FB  1986*... 
"The  Use  of  Disinfectants  on  the  Farm",  FB.  1991*. . ."Factors  Affecting  the 
Usefulness  of  Honeybees  in  Pollination",  Circular  65O**. 

Justic  Department  announces  18  reports  available  in  booklet  form  on 
juvenile  delinquency,  with  "Rural  Aspects,  of  Juvenile  Delinquency"  avail- 
able for  25  cents  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 

NOTE:    Publications  marked: 

*Can  be  announced  over  radio  for  general  distribution  at  10^  per  copy 

from- the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
**Are  available  only  as  single  copies  for  your  own  use. 

Foreign  Visitors 

Four  graduate  agricultural  students  from  French -Algeria  will  visit: 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  Dec.  18-19  (PMA  and  FCA)   i   .   .  Athens",  Ga.  ,  Dec.  22-23  (Ex- 
tension and  SCS)   .   .   .  Columbia,  S.  C. ,  Dec.  2k -2b  (FCA)  .   .   .  Florence, 
S . C . ,  Dec.  29  (Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine)   .   .      Charleston,  S.C. , 
Dec.  30-31  (Veg.  Lab.).    Fair  command  of  English. 
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White -Fringed  Beetle 


When  the  white -fringed  "beetle  cropped  up  in  Florida  about  10  years 
ago,  it  sent  a  shiver  all  the  way  to  the  Canadian  border^,  and  far  into  the 
West.    This  invader  from  South  America  attacked  a  wide  variety  of  crops.  . . 
it  "bred  rapidly ,  and  could  stand  unfavorable  conditions. 

Week  "before  last  at  Montgomery,  Ala. ,  insect  control  men  from  seven 
Southeastern  States  were  sufficiently  heartened  about  possibilities  of 
keeping  the  beetle  in  check  that  they  mapped  out  a  stepped-up  campaign  for 
'48.     '  ' 


DDT  (effective  against  both  larvae  and  adults)  has  boosted  hopes  of 
checking  the  northward  and  westward  spread  of  the  beetle.    With  DDT,  the 
entomologists  think  it  possible  to  reduce  the  beetles  to  a  point  where  they 
won't  be  much  of  a  problem.    Whether  it  ever  will  be  possible  to  stamp  out 
the  beetle  completely  is  a  big  question. 

The  entomologists  felt  they  had  been  closing"  in  somewhat  on  the  beetle 
until  the  discovery  last,  year  of  beetles  in  large  commercial  nurseries  in 
Georgia,  from  which  the  beetles  had  spread  rather  widely.    This  past  summer, 
State  and  Federal  forces  carried  on  the  biggest  beetle  hunt  in  white -fringed 
beetle  history.    They  found  it  in  12  new  Georgia  counties,  and  in  k  new 
spots  in  South  Carolina.     In  addition  to  the  7  infested  States,  the  hunt 
extended  into  23  other  'States. . .as  far  north  as  Connecticut  and  as  far  west 
as  the  tier  of  £-cates  west  of  the  Mississippi  River;  the  survey  parties 
were  following  up  shipments  of  nursery  stock.    But  so  far,  the  beetles 
have  been  found  only  in  Georgia,  Florida,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina, 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 

From  studies  in  South  America,  it  locks  as  if  the  beetle  could  survive 
as  far  north  as  a  line  from  Philadelphia  through  central  Illinois,  and 
probably  all-  the  way  to  the  West  Coast.     It  has  an  extremely  varied  appetite 
fruit  trees,  truck  crops,   (including  onions  and  radishes),  tobacco,  and 
many  other  crops . 


Research  Achievement  Sheets 

New  Research  Achievement  Sheets  tell  the  story  of  3  pieces  of  USDA 
research; 

No,  85  -  "Flavor  Essence  Recovered  for . Restoration  to  Fruit  Products," 
tells  about  process  to  . recover  the  volatile  aroma.,  or  "flavor  of  fresh  fruit 
juices. 

No.  86  -  "Bland  Sirup  Made  From  Apples,"  tells  of  its  use  in  cigarette 
tobacco,  and  other  possible  uses. 

No.  87  -  "Soft  Grit  Valuable  for  Cleaning  Machine  Parts,"  was  used 
during  war  to  remove  hard  carbon  from  aircraft  engines  during  overhaul,.".' 
arid  now  finding' other  uses.,  .and. has  given  rise  to-  small  rural  plants 
that  process  corncobs . 
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Radio  at  k-E  Club  Congress 

The .Radio  Committee  at  National  k-E  Congress  in  Chicago  (Milton  Bliss, 
Maynard  Speece  and  Joe  Tonkin)  reports  that  ^3  "wax  recordings  on  37  sides 
were  made  on  the  facilities  provided  in  the  Stevens  Hotel,  while  over  50 
additional  platters  were  cut  at  stations  and  portable  units  during  the  five 
day  period.    Some  20  wire  and  tape  -recorders  (used  "by  almost  twice  that  many 
KFD's)  ground  out  approximately  200  wire  and  tape  recorded  interviews.  Eight 
stations  installed  direct  lines,  either  to  the  Stevens,  or  the  stockyards. 
On  a  national  scale,  15  network  "broadcasts  and  five  regional  network  programs 
carried  k-E,    Six  network  commercial  shows  aired  special  salutes  and  some- 
where "between  30  and  kO  local  "broadcasts  went  out  over  stations  in  Chicago. 
Even  the  EM  "station  of  the  Chicago  Public  School  system  presented  one,  or 
more  k-E  features. 

On  an  international  scale,  one  program  was  recorded  on  special  order 
from  the  British  Broadcasting  Corporation  and  five  sides  were  made  and  air 
expressed  to  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Commission.    Daily  news  bulletins 
went  to  the  Department  of  State  Radio  desk-  in  New  York  for  transmission  to 
American  embassies  around  the  world. 

Add  to  this,  the  countless  national  and  local  newscasts  and  coverage 
"by  the  radio  wire  services  and  the  radio  picture  at  Congress  keeps  getting 
bigger  and  bigger.     It  was  an  outstanding  example  of  radio  industry  coop- 
eration. 

Watch  for  These  BAE  Reports  • 

Several  important  BAE  reports  are  coming  up; 
Dec.  17  --Annual  Summary  of  Crops 
Dec'  18  --Winter  Wheat  and  Rye 
Dec.  19  --Fall  Pig  Report 

Jan.  9    --General  Crop  Reports,  which  will  include,  among  other  things, 
stocks  on  farms  of  corn  for  grain,  wheat,  oats,  hay,  rye  and 
barley. 


Farm  Demand'  and  Price  Situation 

In  "The  Demand  and  Price  Situation"  released  this  week,  BAE  reports 
that  farmers  continue  to  receive  prices  near  the  record  reached  in  October. 

And  the  upsurge  in  prices,  generally,  which  started  last  summer... and 
slackened  in  October  and  early  November .. .resumed  again  in  mid -November. 

Industrial  output  continues  to  increase  in  spite  of  a  shortage  of 
steel... in  fact,  is  only  1  point  below  the  postwar  record  of  March.  And 
non-agricultural  employment  has  advanced  to  an  all-time  high,  with  total 
un- employment  the  lowest  since  the  war. 
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Montana  Reports  Radio  Survey 

H.  M.  (Hub)  White,  Ass'.t.  State  Extension  Editor  in  Montana,  reports  a 
listener  survey,  in  Gallatin  County,  covering  two  Extension  Service  programs 
over  KXLQ,  in  Bozeman:   (l)  a  ^-station  network  program,  and  (2)  a  local 
county  agent  program.    The  report  covers  76  returns  in  a  random  sample. 
Highlights  from  the  report  include: 

Eegular  listeners  for  the  network  and  local  agent  shows  (in  that  order) 
were:    wives  21  and  21,  husbands  12  and  18,  sons  10  and  15,  and  daughters 
2  and  5.  .     r  .  . 

.In  returns  on  the  local  agent  show,  kl  said  they  preferred  to  get  farm 
and  home  information  "by  radio,  and  30  preferred  newspapers.    Reasons  for 
radio  or  newspaper  preference  "by  about  30  families  give  interesting  side- 
lights on  listening  and  learning  habits. 

Study  also  reports  number  ;of  families  influenced  by  radio  to  adopt 
specific  farm  and  home  practices ...  and  gives  considerable  detail  on 
listening  time  preference. 

Texas  RFD  Services 

D.  A.  (Andy)  Adam  of  Texas  A  &  M  reports  a  system  to  get  monthly  remind- 
ers from  staff  specialists,  which  includes  information  as  to  when  these  men 
will  be  in  various  parts  of  the  States.    Andy  then  notifies  the  RFD's  when 
the  specialists  will  be  passing  their  way,-    He  also  reports  a  highly  suc- 
cessful radio  clinic  for  negro  agents,  being  followed  by  a' series  of  monthly 
negro  programs  over  the  Texas  Quality  Network. 

"Vox  Pop"  Looks  to  Farming 

Parks  Johnson  and  Warren  Hull,  who  do  the  Wednesday  night  "Yox  Pop" 
show  over  ABC,  dropped  by  this  week  to  discuss  leads  for  future  agricultural 
shows.    Parks,  by  the  way,  has  a  farm  down  Texas  way  (with  some  of  those 
Brahman  cattle),  and  talks  knowingly  of  the  soil  and  its  people. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.-  Gapen  ■ 

Ass't,  Director  of  Information 

Chief,  Radio  and  Video 


Enclosures : 


Grain  Conservation  on  Farms,' 19^7-^8 
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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


European  Recovery  Plan 

This  afternoon,  the  President  submitted  to  Congress  a  proposed  program  to 
help  European  countries  import  goods  they  need  for  genuine  economic  recovery.,., 
"which  they  cannot  finance  from  their  own  resources.""'    He  based  it  on  the  as- 
sumption that  European  recovery  can  be  "substantially  completed  in  about 
4  years." 


The  President  recomnended  an  appropriation  of  $17  billion  from  April  1, 
1948,  to  June  30,  1952.     He* said  the  amount  needed  for  the  first  15  months  — 
April  1,  1948  to  June  30,  1949  --  is  now  estimated  at  $6,8  billion. 


These  funds  are  to  enable  those  countries  to  import,  among  other  things, 
"grain  for  current  consumption,  and  fertilizer  and  agricultural  machinery  to 
increase  their  food  production."     Among,  additional  items  needed,  the  President 
mentioned  raw  materials,   such  -as  cotton. 


The  President  recomnended  a  new  and  separate  agency--  the  Economic 
Cooperation  Administration  --  with  a  small  staff  to  provide  central  direction 
and  leadership  in  the  program, 

Stock-Taking  on  Grain  Supplies 

Almost  coincidental  with  the  President's  estimate  of  continued  big  fcreign 
aid  needs,  BAE  took  final  tally  on  '47  crops.     And  it  dropped  its  estimates  on 
'47  production  of  3  important  grain  crops  below  the  Nov.   1  estimate:  nearly 
42  million  below  for  wheat ....  about  46>7.  million  be  lew  for  corn....  and  about 
15=r  million  below  for  oats.     This  drop  of  more  than  100  million  bushels  in 
grain  estimates  in  offset  somewhat  by  a  winter  wheat  estimate  of  839  million 
bushels  as  of  Dec.   l..a,or  well  above  what  had  been  feared  because  of  Great 
Plains  drought.     But  the  European  need s plus  the  latest  size-up  of  the 
grain  situation,  ...  ernphasi  ze  the  need  for  strong  efforts  to  save  grain. 

More  Information  on  Foreign 'Affairs 

From  a  oublic  opinion  poll,   Successful  Farming  says  52?'  of  the  nation's 
farmers  never  heard  of  the  European  Recovery  (or  Marshall)  plan..,. and  only 
\\%  of  those  who  had  heard  of  it  had  the  correct  concept.     Some  folks  question 
the  percentages,  but  there  is  general  agreement  among  agricultural  organizations 
and  agencies  of  need  for  more  facts  on  foreign  affairs.     Extension  hopes  t© 
have  plans  along  this  line  after  the  first  of  the  year. 


Electric  Power  Outlook 


A  special  power  supply  committee  of  REA  engineers  and  power  specialists... 
appointed  by  REA  Administrator  Wickard, ...  reports  critical  power  shortages  in 
some  areas.     And  it  says  the  shortages  may  become  more  serious  and  widespread. 

(See  encl osure , ) 

Anderson  Statement  on  Futures  Trading 

It  strikes  us  that  you  will  be  interested  in  reading  Secretary  Anderson's 
statement  to  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee,  on  its  request  for  informa- 
tion on  speculative  trading.     So  we're  having  it  mailed  to  you  the  first  of 
next  week. 


Farm  Real  Estate  Trends 


You'll  note  from  the  enclosed  BAE  farm  real  estate  report  that  farm  real 
estate  values  are  not  climbing  as  fast  as  they  did  for  a  time.     Values  rose 
only  1%  for  the  4  months  ended  Nov,  l..,.and  8%  from  Nov.    f46  to  Nov.   '47,  the 
smallest  annual  increase  since   '42,     But  they  average  97%  above  the  T35-39 
average ....  and  only  4%  below  the   '20  peak. 

Counting  Grain-Eating  Mouths 

Two  reports  this  week  from  USLA's  BAE  give  some  indication  of  the  number 
of  grain-eating  mouths  on  farms  in  '48, 

The  Dec.  19  Pig  Crop  Report  indicates  farmers'  intentions  to  breed  about 
7,732,000  sows  to  farrow  in  the  spring  of  '48.... or  11%  below  last  year.... and 
3%  below  the  10-year  average ... 9 and  the  smallest  number  of  spring  farrowings 
since  '38.     And  farmers  reported  about  6%  fewer  hogs  over  6  months  old  on 
farms  Dec.  1  than  a  year  ago. 

The  Dec.  15  Hatchery  Report  indicates  commercial  hatchings  in  November 
24%  below  Nov.    '4c.... and  17%>  fewer  eggs  in  incubators  Dec.  1  than  a  year  ago. 
But  laying  flocks  in  November  averaged  1%  more  than  Nov,   '46..,, and  potential 
layers  on  Dec.  1  (hens  and  pullets  of  laying  age  plus  pullets  not  of  laying 
age)  2%  more  than  a  year  ago. 

Hybrid  Corn  Goes  to  Europe 

Hybrid  seed  corn  developed  by  agricultural  experiment  stations  in  this 
country  is  being  sent  to  Europe  for  field  tests.     It  is  being  sent  by  the 
Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  United  Nati ons . . . , as  one  of  various 
steps  to  build  up  food  production  in  foreign  countries.     Other  recent  steps 
include  sending  agricultural  experts  (including  U.S.  experts)  to  Siam  and 
the  Near  East. 
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Freight  Rate  Decision  Soon 

This  week,  the  final  hearing  here  in  WashingtdJti.:jD)i.:^h.e;\railroaids 1  request 
for  freight  rate  increases  winds  up. ...  .with.  ICC  decision  expected  soon  after 
the  first -of  the  year.     The  roads  already  are  operating  under  a  temporary  10% 
"interim"  increase.    Additional  requests' would " bring  an  average  increase  of 
"51%.  w,  .with  ranges  of  31$  to  41$  on  various  commodities.     The  carriers  also  are 
asking  for  an  increase  of  41$  on  protective  service  charges. ...  in  addition  to 
freight  rate  increases.     (See  our  Dec.  5  Letter,  p. 3.,  for  USDA  testimony  before 
ICC  on  proposed  increases.) 

New  Crp.p  Disease  Forecasts 

Three  field  headquarters  are  being  set  up  to  cooperate  with  the  State 
plant  pathologists  in  the  experimental  plan  to  forecast  spread  of  late  blight 
of  potatoes'  and  tomatoes,  blue. mold  .of  tobacco,  and  downy  mildew  of  curcurbits ; 

Ames,:  Iowa  --..for  11  North  Central  States, 

Raleigh  ,  N.C.  --'for  13  Southern  States. 

Newark,  Del.  --  for  13  Northeastern  States, 

This  past  summer,  a  warning  service  on  late  blight  of  tomatoes  operated  in 
States-  east  of  the  Mississippi  River  ...  and.  Minii. ,  la.,' Mo.,  Ark'.,  La.,  and 
Texas.     And  it  is  now  being  extended  to  other  crops  under  a  Research  and  Mar- 
keting Act  project.     The  service  is  intended  to  help, growers  decide  whether  or 
not  to  spray,  ,  ,  .and  if  so,  when,  how  often,  and  what  mixtures  to  use-.- 

Uniform  Bang's  Disease  Plan  '  ' 

The  U.S.  Livestock  .Sanitary  Association  has  taken  the  most  important  step 
against  brucellosis  (or  Bang'  s  .disease)  of  cattle  'stnd  other  livestock  since 
the  eradication  program  was  started  in  the  early  '30' s.     At  its -meeting  in 
Chicago,  Dec.  3-5,  it  recommended  uniform  plans  for  control.     Disease  control 
officials  explain  that  these  represent  a  minimum* . , . that  some  States  already 
have  gone  as  far  as  these  recommendations"  or  farther e.g.,  Fla.',  Idaho,  111,  ^ 
Kans.,  Me,,  Mich, ,  Minn. ,  N,H.  ,  N.C,  Ohio,  Ore.,  Pa.,  Wash.,  N.Y.'. 

Control  work  against  bovine  turberculosi s,   scabies,  and  ticks  has  been 
pretty  uniform,  right  from  the. start.'    But  the  brucellosis  Work  has  varied  by 
States  partly  because,  unlike  with  TB,  no  one  plan  was  completely  effec- 
tive..,,and  because.,  producers  could  get  relief  by  temporary  measures.  Also, 
the  war-time  difficulty  in  replacing  cattle  slowed  up  the  slaughter  work.  Now, 
however,  the  control  men  have  gotten  together  on  a  single  set-  of  recommendations. 

See  enclosure. 

NOTE:     If.  any  of  you  -RFD's.  in  States  where  the  brucellosis  work  is  well 
advanced  have  transcri  ptions . ., .  on  local  control  plans  ,  farmer  viewpoints, 
etc.,,, that  you  think  would  interest  RFD's  elsewhere,  we'd -be  glad  to  list 
your  transcriptions  in  the  RFD  Letter. 


PMA  Farm"  Program  Resolutions 


The  Production  and  Marketing  Administration  held  its  first  annual  meeting 
in  Colorado  Springs,  Dec,  8-12. ...  .with  'State  committeemen  and  PMA.  representa- 
tives.    Committees  (made  up  largely  of  representatives  of  field  offices)  drew 
up  advisory  resolutions  on  future  farm  program  planning  and  administration, 
which  included: 

1.  Continuation  of  some  form  of  price  support  after  the  end  of  f  48 
when  present  Steagall  Amendment  support  expires, 

2.  Continued  and  increased  emphasis  on  agricultural  conservation  to 
protect  the  soil  and  water  resources  for  the  future,. 

3.  Continued  use  of  a  democratically-elected  farmer  committee  system 
for  program  planning  and • administration  at  the  local  level. 

4.  Increased  emphasis  on  improved  marketing  to  broaden  outlets  for 
farm  products,  and  cut  distribution  costs. 

Poultry  Contest  Finalists  Announced 

Forty  poultry  breeders  from  26  States  have  been  selected  to  compete  in  the 
1948  finals  of  the  national  Chi cken-of-Tomor row  contest.     Next  February,  each 
finalist  is  to  ship  720  hatching  eggs  to  a  central  hatchery  near  Georgetown, 
Del .... .where  the  chicks  hatched  will  be  raised  for  12  weeks  under  identical 
conditions  at  the  Delaware  State  Experiment  Sub-Station.     Prize-winning  breeder 
wall  be  announced  June  24.     The  contest  is'  designed  to  produce  a  superior  breed 
of  meat-type  chickens. 

The  finalists  are  from  Me.,  N.H. ,  Mass.,  Conn,,  N.Y.,  N.  J. ,  Pa.,  Del., 
W.Va.,  Va.,  S.G, ,  Fla.,  La.,  Tex,,  Okla.,  Mo.,  Kan, ,   Calif,,  Ore.,  Wash,,  S.D., 
N.D.,  la.,  Ill„,  Indv,   0.     For  further  information,  contact  poultry  specialists 
at  the  State  agricultural  colleges, 

UP DA  Official  Travel 

(tentative  ) 

St.  Petersburg,  Fla.   —  21/^-  Asst.  Secretary  Brannan,   Jefferson  Club. 

Peoria,  111.  --  Dec.  29  --  Dr.  L.  B.  Howard,  Chief  Bureau  of  Agricultural  and 
Industrial  Chemistry ....  and  probably  either  Asst.  Secretary  Brannan  or  E.  A. 
Meyer  of  Research  and  Marketing  Administration. ...  for  presentation  of  Dis- 
tinguished Service  Award  to  Northern  Regional  Labor ary  for  war-time  work  on 
penicillin. 

Chicago  —  Jan.  6-7  —  Oris  V.  Wells,  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
for  National  Cooperative  Council  meeting. 

Jackson,  Miss.  —  Jan.  8  --  H.  E,  Bennett,  Chief  of  SCS,  at  State  Soil  Conser- 
vation District  meeting. 

College  Station,  Tex,  --  Until  end  of  Dec.  --  Asst.  Ext.  Dir.  H,  H.  Williamson, 


From  the  RFD*s  at  Chicago 


Through  the  courtesy  of  the  National  Association  of  Radio  Farm  Directors... 
and  the  labors  of  EFD  Homer  Martz  of  KDKA,  Pittsburgh. . .we  highlight  the  RFD 
annual  meeting  in  Chicago  during  the  "international." 

International  Agriculture  --figured  prominently  in  the  EFD  session.  Two 
foreign  visitors  . .John  Douglass  of  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Company ,  Fergus 
Mutrie  of  the  Canadian  Broadcasting  Company  . .told,  about  the  Government- 
conducted  farm  broadcasting  in  their  respective  countries.     (And,  as  reported 
in  our  Dec.  5  Letter,  they  were  made  honorary  U.  S.  RFD's.) 

Four  RFD's  told  of  recent  out -of -country  visits; 

Layne  Beaty,  RFD  at  WBAP,  Fort  Worth  discussed  recent  developments  in 
the  foot-and-mouth  disease  camapign  in  Mexico,,  in  the  light  of  his  visit  some 
months  ago  to  the  slaughter  campaign  area.  "  '     .  . 

Jesse  Buff urn,  RFD  at  WEEI  Boston  --  described  his  "sponsored"  (by  himself) 
tour  of  the  Fiji  Islands,  and  his  visit  to  Hawaii,  Canton  Island,  Australia. 

Larry  Haeg,  RFD  at  WCCO,  Minneapolis  --  said  Alaska  probably  would  never 
be  self-sufficient  but  that  a  great  deal  can  be  done  toward  that  end  by  devel- 
oping agricultural  resources.    He  told  of  exceptionally  fine-growing  weather 
in  Matanuska  Valley,,  with. ^Orpound  cabbages  and  crab  apple -sized  strawberries. 

Wallace  Kadderly,  RFD  at  KGW,  Portland.  Ore.         reported  on  his  Australian 
visit,  with- suggestions  of  closer  relationships  between  the  U.  S.  and  Australia 
through  "exchanges"  of  farm  youngsters,  and  a  transcription  exchange  between 
governments,  or  individual  radio  stations  and  John  Douglass  of  the  Australian 
Broadcasting  Company. 

NAB  --  A.  D.  Willard,  Executive  Vice-President  of  the  National  Association 
of  Broadcasters,  spoke  for  more  stations  well-staffed  and  equipped  with  a  farm 
department ...  said  RFD's  come  closer  to  integrating  entertainment,  useful  in- 
formation, and  education  than  any  other  phase  of  programming  on  the "air. 

Television  --    Bob  Child  of  TV  station  WRGB  at  Schenectady  put  on  a 
demonstration  television  show  over  WBKB  of  a  newly-developed  egg  cleaner  and 
grader 

Advertising  --  Roy  Park/' President  of  Agricultural  Advertising  and  Re- 
search, Ithaca,  New  York,  explained  how  radio  could  better  serve  farm  folks 
commercially .. .leaned  toward  the  great  possibilities  of  small  stations  in  this 
respect . 

Weather  --  Gordon  Dunn  of  the  U.  S    Weather  Bureau  discussed  agricultural, 
5-day  extended  and  long-range  fore casts .. .and  artificial  rain-making. 


Sugar  Beet  Hearings  Set 

Hearings  on  wage  rates  and  1948  sugar  beet  prices  are  set  for:  Detroit, 
Jan  5;  St.  Paul,   Jan,  7;  Billings,  Mont.,   Jan.  9;  Salt  Lake  City,   Jan.  12; 
and  Denver,   Jan.  14. 
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AMONG      OUESELVES   - 

The  Outlook  for  '1+8  ' 

From  the  3  farm  network  shows  Saturday,  Dec.  27,  you  can  get  a  good 
fill-in  on  agricultural  prospects  for  19^8.    Features  scheduled  include: 

ABC  --  "American  Farmer"       with  Dr.  0.  C.  stine  of  BAE  from  Washington.  . . 
Dr.  H.  E    Wellman  of  University  of  California  from  San  Francisco .. .Dr.  V.  B. 
Hart  of  Cornell  from  New  York... and  Dr.  Joseph  Ackerman  of  Farm  Foundation 
from  Chicago    (12:30-1:00  p.m  EST) 

CBS  —  "Columbia  Country.  Journal"  -.-  with  USDA  official  on- domestic 
outlook;  and  D.  A.  Fitzgerald  of  FAO  on  world  situation.     (2:30-3:00  p.m.  EST) 

NBC  --  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"       with  Dr    Oris  V.  Wells,  Chief  of 
Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.   (1:00-1:30  EST) 

Want  Dairy  Eecordings? 

Bill- Moshier,  RFD  at  KJE  in  Seattle,  asked  for  transcriptions  on  a  couple 
of  dairy,  projects  authorized  under  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act  program. 
If  you're  interested,  we  can  supply  you  dubbings  of  one  or  both.,  provided 
(we  regret  to  say)  you  send  us  a  10  or  12  inch  blank  for  the  transcriptions . 
The  recordings  are:     "Dairy  Sire  Proving  Farm  Project"  --  tells  of  plan  to 
set  up  one  or  more  regional  breeding  stations  to  develop  quicker  and  better 
ways  to  prove,  bulls  . ...  "Milk  Producing  Quality  of  Forage  Crops"  ~  tells. of 
project  to  develop  better  ways  to  determine  milk-producing  quality  of  forage.. 

Each  transcription  runs  3:51  —  plus  your  local  opening  and  closing 
live  announcements.    Script  for  recorded  and  your  live  parts  furnished. 


Visitors 

In  town  this  week  were  Bill  Drips,  agricultural  director  of  NBC,  looking 
in  on  USDA  second  network  farm  television  show  Wednesday  night-.  . .and  new  EFD 
"Pre xy"  Chuck  Worcester  of  WMT  Cedar  Eapids,  Iowa,  saying  a  brief  hello  over 
the  'phone  as  he  passed  through  town. 

Merry  Christmas,  '.. 


Kenneth  M.  .Gapen  ... 
Ass't.  Director  of  Information 
:  -  *  Chief,  Radio  and  Video 

End  osure  s  : 

Farm  Real  Estate  Report 
Brucellosis  Recommendation - 
Electric  Power  Outlook 
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From  the:  ^ 
U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

Outlook  for  '48 


December  26 ;  1947 


RAOIO  SERVICE 


As  farmers  face  a  new  year,  BAE  economists  offer  highlights  of  the 
present  outlook  for  '48: 

Another  good  year  for  farmers  in  ' 48 ...  provided  weather  is  about  normal; 

Net  farm  income  dropping  from  '47  all-time  record  of  $18  "billion... 
to  about  the  '46  level  of  $15  "billion. . .not  lower  than  that,  and  per- 
haps well  above.    Main  reason  for  drop;   (a)  smaller  marketings,  espec- 
ially fewer  hogs  and  grain-fed  cattle,  and  (b)  still  increasing  pro- 
duction costs; 

Pretty  good  prices  for  most  farm  products .. .with  strong  demand  at  home 
through  '48... and  large  exports  at  least  first  half  of  year.  Prices 
probably  will  be  about  up  to  '47  average; 


Another  billion-bushel  wheat  crop  in  '48... if  weather  is  right. 


 AND  A  HAPPY,  PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAE  TO  YOU  I 

And,  as  we  in  farm  radio  start  a  new... and  we  hope,  epochal. . .year,  we'd 
like  to  take  note  of  the  following  dates  and  events  in  '48: 

April  27-29       Three -day  session  for  RFD's  in  Washington,  D.  C. 

April  30-May  3  --  Institute  for  Education  by  Eadio,  Columbus,  Ohio... 
with  sessions  on  agricultural  radio. 

August  4-6  --  American  Association  of  /gricultural  College  Editors, 
Pullman  and  Spokane,  Washington. 

Late  November       National  Association  of  Eadio  Farm  Directors  meeting 
in  connection  with  International  Livestock  Exposition 
and  4-H  Club  Congress  in  Chicago. 

And  those  scores  of  daily  radio  programs  (from  ^:00  a.m.  on)  by  which 
360  radio  farm  directors  keep  farm  people  of  the  country  abreast  of  the 
newest  helpful  information  for  their  farm  and  home  operations. 

And  with  that  a  happy,  prosperous  New  Year  to  you  from  all  radio 
folks  in  USDA. 
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ACP  Program  for  'kQ 

Most  States  will  get  underway  with  their  '^8  Agricultural  Conservation 
Programs  in  January. 

In  the  main,  the  '48  program  follows  the  ,krJ,  „.with  two  or  theee 
major  changes . 

Last  year j  the  county  farmer-elected  committee  could  use  up  to  10 
percent  of  the  county  allocation  for  a  good  local  conservation  practice  of 
its  own  choosing:     that  is,  one  not  on  the  State  or  national  list  of  ap- 
proved practices.     In  '48,  the  10  percent  limitation  is  off;  the  county 
committees  can  decide  how  much  of  the  county  allocation  goes  for  this 
local  practice. 

The  county  committee  also  can  select  one  practice  from  the  National 
list  of  practices  which  has  not  "been  included  in  the  State  list. 

Another  important  change  is  the  Congressional  limitation  of  $500  to 
any  one  farmer. 

This  "by  way  of  reminder  on  how  the  recommended  practices  are  determined 
--  Each  year,  farmers  and  their  committeemen  recommend  conservation  prac- 
tices .. .which  are  screened  "by  a  State  technical  committee  representing 
various  agricultural  agencies,    The  Federal  office  selects  from  those , 
authorized  practices  from  which  the  State  PMA  committee  and  technical  com- 
mittee select  practices  for  the  individual  States. 

In  carrying  out  the  practice,  the  farmer  does  the  work,  and  stands 
a"bout  half  the  "out-of-pocket"  cost... with  ACP  payments  covering  the  other 
half. 


Drive  to  Cull  Poultry 

In  last  week's  letter  (page  2)  we  quoted  figures  on  poultry  flock 
population  that  indicated  need  for  considerable  culling  to  meet  goals  set 
up  in  light  of  the  grain  conservation  program. 

USDA  poultry  specialist  say  poultrymen  need  to  cull  65  million  older 
hens  and  inefficient  layers  "by  February  1  to  meet  the  goal  of  38O  million 
layers.    'They  urge  poultrymen  to: 

Aim  for  at  least  k  pullets  to  each  hen; 

Make  sure  that  the  laying  flock  produces  at  rate  of  at  least  half  an 
egg  a  day  for  each  "bird  in  the  flock; 

Aim  for  at  least  one  extra  egg  a  "bird  a  month  for  every  ^-cent  drop 
in  the  price  of  eggs. 

And  as  poultrymen  cull,  farm  and  city  families  are  urged  to  take  up 
the  supplies  of  fowl  marketed'-/  eating,  canning,  or  freezing  more  poultry. 
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Pied  Piper  of  '^7 

As  plans  shape  up  for  a  nation-wide  offensive  against  rats,  we  pass  along 
a  real  Pied  Piper  story,  (of  '^7)  from  Texas  Extension  radio  man,  D.  A.  (Andy) 
Adam.    Several  other  Texas  RFD's  mentioned  it,  too. 

Last  spring,  farmers  and  ranchers  in  Nueces  county  complained  about  the 
damage., '-rats  were  doing  to  feed  and  other  products.     In  March,  County  Agent 
Alsmeyer,;  in  cooperation  with  Interior's  rodent  specialists,  lined  up  a 
campaign. .. taking  a  community  at  a  time.    The  campaign  was  repeated  in  Octo- 
ber.   A  rodent  control  specialist  put  out  . "1080" . . .at  an  average'  cost  to  the 
farmer  of  about.  $1.60  a  farm  building.    815  premises  treated.    I5",68l  dead 
rats  picked  up  by  the  rodent  control  man  plus  about  25  percent  more  picked 
up  later  by  farmers.     On  one  farm  where  300  rats  were  picked  up,  the  farmer 
said  those  rats  were  eating  more  grain  in  a  day  than  3  shoats.  Alsmeyer 
estimates  23  cars  of  grain  saved  in  a  year  through  the  rat  drive . 

And  County  Health  Unit  Director  Fisher  reports  not  a  single  case  of 
typhus  in  rural  areas  since  the  rat  campaign  started. .. compared  with  numer- 
ous cases  in  previous  years.    And  for  the  entire  county,  only  3  cases, 
compared  with  60  last  year. 

83  Percent  Farms  Have  Eadios 

BAE  has  just  released  a  report  on  a  sampling  survey  (made  in  July) 
showing  83  percent  of  farms  in  the  U.  S.  with' radios  in.  working  order. 
The  range  is  from  66  percent  in  Mississippi  to  96  percent  in  Washington. 

Based  on  Census .reports,  the  percentage  of  the  Nation's  farms  having 
radios  has  -increased  as  follows: 

20  percent  (Census  report)  ... 
60  percent  (Census  report) 
75  percent  (Census  report) 
83  percent  (Based  on  BAE  Sample) . 

See  enclosure.  1 

World  Wool  Market  Stronger 

For  the  benefit  of  those  who  don't  get  BAE's  Wool  Situation  report, 
here  are  highlights  from  the  December  report  issued  today.    BAE  says  the 
rapid  recovery  of  the  wool  textile  industry  is  one  of  the  brighter  spots 
in  western  Europe's  postwar  situation,  and  has  been  a  strengthening  fac- 
tor in  world  wool  markets.    With  the  rise  in  world  prices-  of;  fine,  wools 
.during  the  past  year,  U.  S.  producers  have  found  it. prof itable  to  sell 
through  channels  other  than  GCC.    And  .CCC  stocks  .of  fine  wool  have  been 
.reduced,  but  stocks  of  medium  grades  have  continued  to  accumulate. 

CCC  probably  will  continue  to  buy  most  of  domestic  production  of 
medium  and  coarse  wools  in  '^8... since  support  prices  are  much  higher  than 
current  market  prices.    But  much  of  the  domestic  fine  wool  may  be  sold 
through  private  channels . 


1930  - 
19^0  -- 
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Outlook  for  Field  Seed 


BAE  says  prices  for  field  seed  in '48  are  likely  to  average  only  a 
little  higher  than  for  lbj*    In  general,  it  looks  as  if  higher  prices  for 
legume  seeds  will  "be  offset  in  part  by  lower  prices  for  grass  seeds. 

It  looks  as  if  this  country  could  use  more  red  clover,  northern- grown 
alfalfa .  Ladino  clover,  sweetclover ,  and  Sudan  grass  seed  than  is  available 
for  sowing  in  '48.    On  the  other  hand,  supplies  are  abundant  of  central - 
and  southern  grown  alfalfa ,  common  ryegrass ,  orchard  grass ,  Kentucky  bluegrass , 
meadow  fescue  5  and  white -clover  seed. 

The  main  differences  between  '47  and  '48  production  goals  are  increases 
in  T48  goals  for  Ladino  clover  and  Austrian-Winter  peas,  and  decreases  for 
Central -States  and  Southern-States  alfalfa,  for  sweetclover,  and  common 
ryegrass .         ..  ... 

Support  prices  have  been  announced  for  hairy  vetch,  crimson  clover,  and 
Austrian -Winter  peas  to  help  assure  adequate  supplies .    No  support  prices  are 
being  considered  now  for  '48  hay  and  pasture  seed  crops.    But  the  situation 
will  be  re -considered  early  in  '48  in  arriving  at  a  definite  policy. 

Plans  for  Rural  Eecreation 

In  a  good  many  States,  plans  are  shaping  up  to  do  something  to  provide 
better  recreation  for  youngsters,  as  well  as  adults,  in  rural  communities. 

Letters  have  gone  from  the  Federal  Inter-Agency  Committee  on  Eecreation 
to  Governors  of  all  States,  suggesting  that  they  set  up  inter-agency  com- 
mittees to  coordinate  the  work  of  State  agencies .    At  least  5  States  already 
have  set  up  such  committees.    And  others  have  reported  plans  to  do  so.  These 
committees  will  analyze  recreation  needs,  and  how  to  meet  them. 

Farm  people  are  asking  for  help  in  developing  recreation  programs, 
especially  for  the  older  young  people . 

This  program  ties  in  closely,  of  course,  with  the  program  to  combat 
juvenile  delinquency  that  grew  out  of  the  conference  called  here  in  Wash- 
ington last  year  by  the  Justice  Department. 

For  information  about  plans  taking  shape  in  your  State ,  get  in  touch 
with  the  State  Agricultural  Extension  Director, 


Lest  Malthus  Prove  Eight 

Sir  John  Orr  of  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  said  in  his  report 
issued  Christmas  day  that  world  food  production  will  have  to  be  doubled 
in  the  next  25  years ,  or  mankind  will  suffer  direct  calamities.    He  looks 
to  the  advisory  agricultural  missions  to  Greece,  Poland,  Siam,  Venezuela 
and  other  countries  as  steps  toward  getting  started  the  goal  of  doubling 
food  production. 
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What's  Wrong  With  European  Farming? 

With  the  revival  last  fall  of  food  conservation  efforts  to  provide  mere 
food  for  Europe,  there  were  persistent  questions"  as  to,  '"What 's  wrong  with 
European  agriculture?    Why  does  Europe  still  nee'd  this  help  in  feeding  itself?" 
These  same  questions  have  come  to  the  fore  again  in  connection  with  the  Euro- 
pean Recovery  Plan. 

Some  additional  simple,  objective  "background  on  Europe's  difficulties, 
and  needs,  is  provided  in  the  report  of  the  FAO  mission  to  Poland.  This 
mission  was  chairmaned  "by  Noble  Clark,  Director  of  the  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station  at  the  University  of  -  Wisconsin.    It  also  included  3  men  from 
USDA,  along  with  foreign  agricultural  experts. 

7'e're  enclosing  a  3-PaS©  release,  summarizing  the  report  on  Poland. 
Note,  in  particular,  page  2. 


Recent  Publications 

"Marketing  Margins  and  Costs  for  Dairy  Products"        concludes  with, 
"Whatever  may  be  the  postwar  developments  in  building  a  more  efficient  mar- 
keting system  for  dairy  products, "this  report  provides  an  industry-wide  pre- 
war basis  for  comparison."     (Technical  Bulletin  No.  93&) 

"Commercial  Truck  Crops  --  Annual  Summary  19^7"  --  Gives  acreage ,  pro- 
duction, value  of  truck  crops  for  fresh  market  by  seasonal  groups  and  States. 
(Mimeographed  publication) 

•.  "Results  of  Treating  Bovine  Mastitis  With  Sulfonamides  Containing  Urea" 
All  things-  considered,  foregoing  product  no  better  than  sulfanilamide  or 
sulfadiazine--if  as  good.     (Technical  Bulletin  No.  9k6)  . 

"Where  and  How  to  Get  a  Farm"  --  Four  pages  of  Questions1  and  Answers.  Is 
slightly  revised  version  of  leaflet  issued/in  '^5.  (AIS-19) 

"Farming  that  Fits  the  Land  in  the  Loes.s -Drift  Hills  of  Northeastern 
Kansas"  --  Says,:  "If  you  live  north  of  the  Kaw  and  East  of  the  Blue  you 
will  want  to  read  this  book.    Issued  by  SGS.  (PA-35) 

"Relative  Milk  Production  of  Cows  in  Pen  Barns  and  Stanchion  Barns"  -- 
At  Huntley,  Montana,  field  station,  cows  running  loose  in  lounging  or  pen 
barn  produced  more  milk-  and  butterf at  than  when  confined  in  stanchions . 
(Circular  No.  763)  •' 

Note:    Single  copies  of  foregoing  publications  available    to  you  upon 
request.    Not  enough  copies  for  you  to  offer  to  listeners. 

Save  Weather  Damaged  Soybeans 

The  spring  of  *V?  was  unfavorable  for  planting  through  many  of  the 
soybean-producing  areas  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Iowa, 
and  resulted  in  late  seeding.    A  new  USDA  folder  tells  how  to  "Save  Weather- 
Damaged  Soybeans". . .as  well  as  what  to  .do  about  next  year's  crop  to  prevent 
weather  damage.    You  can  offer  this  folder.    It's  AIS-65. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 

Vermont  Women  Radio  Listeners 

From  a  study  of  "Farm  Women  and  the  Extension  Service",  in  Vermont, 
USDA's  Extension  Service  and  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics  report  7 
out  of  10  women  with  radios  say  they  learn  new  things  about  homemaking 
through  listening  to  radio  programs ,    And  8  out  of  10  who  get  ideas  through 
radio  say  they  incorporate  some  of  the.  ideas  into  their  work. 

Radio  ranked  just  "below  farm  papers  and  magazines  as  a  source  of 
ideas... hut  considerably  higher  than  friends  and  neighbors,  or  newspapers. 

Among  the  farm  men  and  women  interviewed  who  had  radios,  a  higher 
proportion  of  women  than  men  say  they  get  ideas  from  them,  and  use  the 
ideas  in  their  work.    The  percentages  were: 


Women  Men 
(Proportion  of  the  men  and  women)  92$  91$ 


Say  they  have  radios 


Say  they  get  ideas  from  the  radio 

(Proportion  of  those  having  radios)        73$  51$ 

Say  they  used  ideas  in  their  work  87$  5^$ 

(Proportion  of  those  saying  they 
get  ideas) 

The  study  observes,  "It  is  evident  that  radio  is  an  effective  means  of 
getting  information  to  women. " 

The  study  also  reports  on  the  relationship  between  possession  of  a 
radio  and  income  status.  Following  are  the  percentages  of  those  having 
radios : 


70  of  those'  in  lower  third  of  income  bracket 
95$  of  those  in  middle  third  of  income  bracket 
98$  of  those  in  upper    third  of  income  bracket 

We  can  send  you  a -copy  of  this  report  if  you'd  like  it. 

Cordially, 
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Kenneth  M.  Gapen 


fctOMi  *  t  f  Ass't.  Director  of  Information 
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